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A SCENE FROM THE MILITARY SPECTACLE AT ASTLEY'S. 





The grand military and equestrian spec- 
tacle of “ Moultan and Goojerat,” which has 
been performed with such great eclat at this 
theatre, possesses the advantages of having 
been written by a gentleman (Mr. Stoc- 
queler) who, besides his talent as a dramatic 
writer, has a professional acquaintance with 
Indian warfare, and from a long residence in 
the East, possesses an accurate knowledge 
of the country, and the characteristics of the 
Sikhs, This is an important consideration, 





too often disre;sarded by the managers of 
minor theatres, who too often produce dramas 
illustrative of events that have taken place 
in foreign countries, about which both au- 
thors and actors are profoundly ignorant. 
The spectacle of ‘‘ Moultan and Goojerat 
is in this respect, infinitely superior to the 
class of dramas to which it belongs, and un- 
surpassed in magnificence by any that have 
been hitherto produced at this or any other 


| other establish ment. 
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METROPOLITAN THEATRES. | 


—_———. —— | 


HAY MARKET, | 

A new play by Mr. J. W. Marston, 
produced on Wednesday. 
underlined in the bills, the name of which 
is ‘Strathmore.’ That this accomplished | 
writer has gained another wreath in a field 
where genius herself often fails to gather 
laurels, and has produced a work worthy of | 
the author of the “ Patrician’s Daughter,’’ 
few will gainsay who were amongst the au- 
dience on that night, and beheld the absorb- 
ing interest, the deep emotion, and the gen- 
uine enthusiasm that its performance created. 
It is, indeed, a drama of the highest order, 
replete with noble thoughts, high aspira- 
tions,and humanising lessons. ‘The strug- 
gles between Conscience and Will, between 
the dictates of inflexible duty and the plead- 
ings of human feeling, are pourtrayed in it | 
with extraordinary power. There are in| 
** Strathmore ’’ no delicate distresses—no | 
abstract agonies for which our sympathies 
are demanded ; it is a simp!e story, that | 
strikes by its truthfulness, and fixes us by | 
the natural manner in which a powerful in- | 
terest is given to the two principal charac- | 
ters. The subject is historical in design, 
though not in fact. It has been taken from 
one of the most eventful periods of Scottish | 
history, which we must decline given, as our 
columns will not permit us to occupy at so 
great alength. ‘The play is one that will 
have a long run. We have no doubt it was 
in every respect worthy of the success it met 
with. Mr. and Mrs. C. Kean the hero and 
heroine were enthusiastically applauded. 
We earnestly advise our readers to witness 
the performance of the play. Miss Rey- 
nolds is entitled to our unqualified praise in 
representing a most difficult character with 
great judgment. Also Mr. How and Mr. 
Stuart, who we are glad to see returned to 
these boards again. The costumes were ap- 

ropriate and beautiful; and the scenery 
by Mr. Phillips, highly creditable to his 
skill and taste as an artist. We have only to 
add that Mr. and Mrs. Kean were recalled 
by tumultuous acclamation at the end of the 
piece aud that a number of bouquets were 
flung from various parts of the house at the 
feet of Mrs. Kean, The principal artists 
were next honoured with an appearance be- 
fore the curtain. After which there was an 











enthusiastic call for the author, who acknow- 





ledged the compliment from a private box. 


SURREY. 
The antiquated and tedious old comedy of 


| The Soldier’s Daughter,” has been revived 
WaS here, but with indifferent success. Mr. 
It has long been | Shepherd, however, performed Frank Heart- 
| all, with considerable ease, and merited the 
applause with which he was greeted. Buck- 
stone’s drama of ‘* The Dream at Sea,” 


with Mrs. Nisbett and Miss Mordaunt has 

been acted with good effect, and a very 

pleasing ballet, entitled, ‘* Menorella,”’ has 

also contributed very considerably to the 

amusement of the auditory. The house 

continues to be very well attended. 
STRAND. 

A new farce, called, ‘* Chamber Prac- 
tice,” has been produced here with success, 
and the whole routine of the well arranged 
performances deserve much praise. We 
cannot too strongly depreciate the continual 
attacks made upon this establishment and 
its manager by a certain weekly newspaper, 
and if these attacks are persevered in, shall 
feel disposed—not only to place the name 
of the writer before the public, but also un- 
veil the unworthy motives by which he is 
actuated. 

VICTORIA. 

This theatre continues its highly snecess- 
ful career, and is nightly crowded with re- 
spectable and attentive audiences. Mr. 
Wilks’s drama, entitled, ‘‘ The Demon Ship, 
or the Buccaneers of Malta,” has been 
revived with considerable eclat. It is now 
many years since this interesting nautical 
drama was acted, and no doubt it was per- 
fectly new to most of its auditors, appearing 
to give great satisfaction by its striking plot 
and situations. Mr. S. T. Johnson appeared 
to be quite at home as the bold sailor Harry 
Headway; nor must Miss Richardson’s 
performance of the pirate girl pass without 
commendation; Mr. E. Laws gave a vivid 
portraiture of the determined ‘“ outlaw of 
the wave,’’ and Mr. Forman, as Christopher 
Columbus Crane, junior partner in the firm 
of Crane, Crane, and Crane, elicited shouts 
of laughter by his ludicrous mishaps and 
misadventures. The old farce of ‘‘ How to 
Die for Love,” has been revived during the 
week, but presents no new feature calling 
for notice. 

CITY. 

** Ambrose Gwinett,” a drama, not acted 
for many years past, has been performed 
during the current week with much success, 
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This piece is well worth seeing, were it only | 


on account of its being the first attempt at 
melo-dramatic writing by its now well-known 
author Douglas Jerrold — independent of 
which, its own intrinsic merits are sufficient 
to ensure it a favorable welcome and recep- 
tion. Mr. N. 'T. Hicks has already become 
a great favorite at this theatre, and the com- 
pany altogether is a good and efficient one. 
Pretty and clever little Miss Saville, who 
performs in the second drama, is a child of 
exceeding promise; it would well repay a 
visit to this theatre to see her performance 
alone, marked as it is with so much judg- 
ment and naivete. Considering the heat of 
this summer weather, when the “ thirsty 
public’’ are far more likely like Falstaff to 
* babble o’ green fields,” then sit to witness 
theatrical representations, this establishment 
has met, and continues sometimes to meet, 
with its full share of patronage, which in- 
deed is well deserved by the industry and 
perseverance manifested by its manager, 
Mr. E. F. Saville, to whom every credit is 
due for his exertions to cater successfully 
for the public taste. The next novelty is, 
we hear, to be a drama of intense interest 
from the pen of Mr. Egerton Wilks, called, 
“The Wizard’s Prophecy, or the Bowmen 
of Bethnal Green!” whichis to be produced 
with considerable splendour, and no doubt 
will prove attractive. 
BRITANNIA SALOON. 

That the taste for dramatic entertain- 
ments in the “far east” is rapidly increa- 
sing, is beyond a doubt, a taste which weans 
men from habits of dissipation and the 
haunts of vice to scenes of innocent pleasure 
and gaiety, where not only amusement but 
instruction is combined. ‘To sucha desira- 
ble end has Mr. Samuel Lane the enter- 
prising lessee of the Britannia mainly con- 
tributed, and still contributes. Eight years 
since, on the site of the pleasure grounds 
adjoining, the well known Britannia tavern, 
Hoxton, of which he is also the proprietor, 
he commenced erecting a saloon for the en- 
actment of musical and choregraphic enter- 
tainments, light vaudevilles, &c., and such 
has been his success that he has now reared 
a theatre capable of accommodating between 
two and three thousand persons; but how 
has this been achieved? why, by his spirit 
and liberality, and a desire not to be eclip- 
sed by any rival establishment. Mr. Lane 





tune, more than that, he has been the 
architect of his own theatre, and his practical 
knowledge and habits of business has en- 
abled him to effect that which would have 
daunted other men, and which had they 
attempted nine out of ten would have failed. 
The theatre is a fine commodious structure, 
built on the most approved principles; and 
here we may remark that the commissioners 
appointed under the building act, on their 
inspecting the erection, paid Mr. Lane a 
high and well dessrved compliment by at 
once expressing their perfect approval of the 
works, and at the same time while viewing 
the stone staircases bound with iron, and the 
number of doors for egress in case of fire, 
&c., hinting that he had even been some- 
what lavish in his expenditure to give in- 
creased stability to the building. More than 
this, they immediately granted him the 
required certificate. The theatre has re- 
cently been most gorgeously decorated, after 
the style of Louis Quatorze, unier the 
direction of that very clever artist Mr. Fen- 
oulhet (late of the Roya! gardens Vauxhail) 
and portrait painter to H. R. H. Prince 
Albert. The stage is a noble one, fitted 
with all the latest mechanical improvements 
and the mode in which the pieces are “ got 
up” reflect the highest credit on the ma- 
nagement, aud here we may speak of the 
pretty and highly talented partner of the 
entrepreneur, Mrs. Lane, a most fascinating 
actress, and one of the most charming sou- 
brettes on the metropolitan boards, whose 
taste of judgment enables her to offer many 
valuable suggestions. ‘The corps dramatique, 
drafted from the principal London theatres, 
has been well selected, including Mr. Fre- 
dericks (late of Astley’s) one of the best of 
melo-dramatic actors and a great favourite 
here. Mr. Lysander Thompson (who is 
without a rival as the representative of Tyke, 
and similar characters, which the late Emery 
made his own) and that son of Momus, 
Mr. W. Rogers (who obtained such popu- 
larity at the Surrey some years since) like- 
wise Mr. H. Carles, also a low comedian. 
Mr. Dibdin Pitt, a gentleman of great liter- 
ary acquirements, has, we are informed, been 
retained as the dramatic author for the es- 
tablishment. Some idea may be formed of 
the success of the Britannia, when we state 
that the number of visitors have during the 
last two years averaged TEN THOUSAND 





has thus been the architect of his own for- 


WEEKLY. Mr. Lane, we are told has 
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amassed a handsome fortune, and is now 
independent of the cares of the world or of 
theatrical management, and when not other- 


RACKET GROUNDS, 
BELVIDERE, PENTONVILLE. 


On Monday, J. Mitchell, the celebrated 


player and champion of England, took a 


wise occupied enjoys the ofium cum dignitute|jenefit at these grounds, under the distin- 
at a delightful villa in the green lanes of|quished patronage of the Right Hon. the 


Tottenham. [Since the above was in type, | 
we have been informed that Mr. Lane last | 
week purchased at Garraways, the Albert 
Saloon, with all its fittings, &c., for £1,060, 
and that he intends at Christmas next, to 
open it in a style to that of the Britannia. ] 
DRAMATIC INSTITUTE, 
GOUGH STREET. 

We witnessed a performance here on 
Thursday by a few gentlemen amateurs who 
undertook the various characters in the play 
of the ‘Iron Chest.” We have no bill of 
the affair, consequently we are not acquainted 
with their names. The gentleman who 
represented the principle character, that of 
Sir Edward Mortimer, has many essential 
qualifications for the stage, his figure and 
voice are of good quality, and his acting is 
free and easy, his delivery of the text at times 
was marked by strong expression and feeling, 
but we are sorry to state there is one draw 
back that this amateur can never get the better 
of; we allude to the pronounciation of various 
words, such as wrought, robber, rough, &c. 
whereever the r is introduced this gentle- 
man is quite incapable of pronouncing it. 
A gentlemen who acted Wilford, made his 
first essay ; we know the difficulty of a first 
appearance, and can make every allowance, 





he appeared to have a proper knowledge of 
the author, but there was a total want of 


confidence in his performance; his next at- 
tempt will no doubt be better. Mr. Lang- 
ham made an excellent Adam, we never saw 
him to better advantage. Captain Armstrong 
was played by a gentleman who was evidently 
accustomed to the stage, we did not like his 
provincial dialect, but his acting was very 
geod throughout. Orson again was very well 
pourtrayed, and the various scenes with the 
Captain was got through very creditably. 
Peter was played by a young person who 
would do well to study Irish characters— 
he has a rich brogue and plenty of confi- 
dence; the Blanch of the young lady who 
undertook this part was better than good ; 
she is always very correct and her pleasing 
voice and dialect, for it is intermixed with 
the French accent, is very amusing. The 
other ladies who appeared, were perfect in 
the text,and acted with great judgment and 
feeling. 


5 . 
Earl of Eglinton, who was present on the 


occasion, with a numerous attendance of the 
nobility. The grounds were most tastefully 
fitted up with reserved boxes, carpeted, and 
the seats lined with crimson cushions, deco- 
rated with various flags and streamers ; every 
seat being occupied by persons of great res- 
pectability. The play commenced about five 
o’clock, and continued until dusk. The 
first match was for two elegant silver snuff 
boxes, between Mitchell and Hill against 
Morris and Bull, the best of five games. 
This was a well-contested match, and caused 
very great excitement. Considerable bet- 
ting took place—the two former being the 
favorites—each side getting two games. The 
fifth game was most ably contested, both 
continuing the same number up to nine, 
when Morris and Bull were the hands, 
and won the match very cleverly, amid the 
cheering of a vast concourse of spectators. 
The second match was between Kenny and 
Bluck, and Morris and Harwood, for five 
pounds aside. The betting was even on this 
match, and very good play was shown ; but 
in the second game the betting changed, 
and Morris and Harwood became favorites 
at three to two. This last game was played 
exceedingly quick, and was won in a canter 
by thetwo latter. The third match created 
a very lively sensation; it was for five sove- 
reigns, given by Lord Eglinton ; the players 
were Mitchell and Young against Harwood 
and Bull. The betting commenced very brisk. 
Mitchell and Young, were the favourites, 
who got the first game by only one ace ; the 
next game was won cleverly by Harwood 
and Bull, but it was found that Young, the 
new player from Birmingham, had more in 
him than was expected; and the fourth 
ended in favour of Mitchell and Young,who 
played some peculiar antics in the ground 
to the great delight of the immense throng. 
At the conclusion of this match the Earl 
left the ground in the midst of great cheer- 
ing. Several other matches were played, 
which were very interesting. We observed the 
worthy host, Mr. Macderonid, most attentive 
to the noblemen and gentlemen who honored 
the ground with their presence, and the 
greatest attention was paid to the company by 
the domestics of the establishment. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 





A§New Susscriper.—Can get any of the numbers 
he may require at our Publishers, please to leave 
a list and they shall be looked out. 

W. J.—We gave amemoir of Mr. Buckstone two 
years ago. 

W. Mann.—I have heard my father speak frequently 
of a person the name of Dignam at Vauxhall, pray 
who and what washe? A favourite comic singer 
about thirty-five years ago, by profession a tailor, 
the ninth part of a man. 

W. R. C.—We know Mr. Marston was engaged at 
Drury Lane, when Mr. Hammond was the lessee, 
but we do not remember he ever played Richard 
III, or that his voice Was any other than what it 
is at the present time. 

Enaqurrer.—The late Edmund Kean’s first appear- 
ance in London, was in Shylock. 

Exocution Ciass.—We shall make some observ- 
—_ upon this entertainment in our next num- 

er. 

T. M.—The Journal has now been before the pub- 
lic ten years,we can assure our readers our object, 
has ever been to give a true and faithful account 
of the theatrical performances that have come 
before us, and we are much pleased to find our 
observations meet with his wishes. 

Tom Noppy.—We do not know the age of Mrs. C- 
Kean, and if we did, it might not be considered 
gallant to place the age ofalady ina public 
journal. 


T. Wise.—The Journal will be forwarded regularly. 
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THE LONDON THEATRES. 
DRURY LANE. 
(Continued from page 194.) 

No doubt a considerable portion of the 
great success attendant upon the production 
of “ Pizarro,” was caused by the perform- 
ance of Mr. Kemble in the part of Rolla : 
the fine portrait of that distinguished actor 
in the part is no doubt familiar either as a 
painting or engraving to most of our 
readers. ‘T'wo years after the production 
of this celebrated play, Kemble and Sheri- 
dan had a violent quarrel—the cause of 
this has been variously stated—the imme- 
diate effect was, that the former left the 


to it. Nothing very particularly wrthy 

of record now occurred until 1809, when, 

on the 24th of February. this magnificent 

theatre (the largest ever erected in Eng- 

land for national purposes), was totally 

destroyed by fire. The papers of the day 

give an appalling account of the confla- 

gration, and some idea may be formed of 
the rapidity witn which the flames pro- 

ceeded, from the fact, that within twenty 

or twenty-five minutes after the fire had 

broken out, the roof of the building fell in, 

and the great bulk of the theatre was 
reduced to ashes. Connected with this 
lamentable affair two circumstances are 
worthy of record :—enormous tanks had 

been constructed on the roof of the theatre 
for the purprse of immediately extinquish- 

ing flame, should it unfortunately appear, 
while an enormous iron curtain had been 

framed at an immense expense, which it 
was intended should have separated the 
spectators from the actors in case of acci- 
dent by fire, and thus have preserved at 
least one part of the theatre from destruc- 
tion. Both precautions proved nugatory ; 
in the hour of need the tanks were found 
to be empty of water, and the iron curtain, 
with its complicated machinery, was dis- 
covered to be immovable. The theatre 
was completely annihilated, and the total 
loss sustained has been estimated (probably 
under the mark) at £300,000. One of 
the principal losers was the manager Mr. 
Sheridan. It is worthy of remark, that 
when the news of the raging conflagration 
reached the House of Commons (sitting at 
the time, it being about eleven o'clock at 
night when the fire was discovered), that 
assembly adjourned out of compliment to 
its member, Mr. Sheridan, who was present 
at the time, and whose great stake in the 
existence of the theatre was well under- 
stood. An anecdote, in connection with 
this affair, was likewise much spoken of at 
the time: Sheridan, after leaving the 
House of Commons, hastened to the scene 
of destruction, and while surveying the 
scene of gorgeous destruction from the 
corner of Bow Street, was encountered by 
Charles Kemble and Fawcett. 





theatre—never, as it happened, to return 





“My dear boy,” exclaimed the former 
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ation—* pray leave this dreadful scene :— 
you can be of no use :—what right have 
you to be here ?” 

“ Right?—What right?” re-echoed 
the witty ‘ Sherry ;’ “ the right that every 
Englishman possesses—to warm himself 
at his own fireside !”’ 

Various rumours were freely circulated 
respecting the real cause of this terrible 
catastrophe, and it was generally attri- 
buted to the act of an incendiary, a sup- 
position somewhat borne out by the fact 
that on the evening of its occurrence, there 
had been no performance. 

A lengthened period elapsed ere any 
decided effort was made to resuscitate the 
departed fabric, but at last a joint-stock 
subscription company was established for 
this purpose (principally through the ex- 
ertions of Mr. Whitbread, the celebrated 
brewer), and Wyatt the well known archi- 
tect being employed to design the building, 
the new speculation began in right earnest. 
The present theatre was commenced in 
October 1811, and first opened to the 
public on the 10th of October 1812, the 
opening play being Hamlet. 

The first manager was Mr. Arnold, of 
the Lyceum: at the latter theatre the 
Drury lane company had acted during 
this long interregnum. ‘The first season 
was butindifferent,tesecond proceeded even 
still more unsuccessfully, until on the 26th 
of January 1814, the appearance and en- 
ormous success of Mr. Kean gave a fresh 
impetus to the public taste, and for some 
considerable period a great increase to the 
prosperity, not only of Drury-lane theatre, 
but of the dramatic art generally. We 
shall reserve our brief account of this 
great tragedian’s debit until our next, 
want of space frequently compelling us to 
“divide one subject into many parts,” but 
we will here mention that the most suc- 
cess‘ul season Drury-laue theatre ever had 
(when open for purely English legitimate 
performances) was that of 1815-16; Kean 
was then in the full burst of his first glo- 
r.ous success, and all theatrical England 
rang with his praises and his name. Du- 
ring the season last named, 1815-16, the 


to Sheridan, with the sincerest commiser- | 





receipts for seven fcllowing nights were 
£3,984, being an average of upwards of 
£569 per night. On six of these even- 
ings Kean appeared as Sir Giles, in “ A 
New Way to Pay Old Debts,” on the 
seventh as “ Bertram” in the tragedy of 
the same name. W. 
To be continued. 











To The Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 
TueatrRe Roya Lyceum. 
Srr,—A paragraph having appeared in a 
newspaper of yesterday, stating that this 
theatre will close in a fortnight’s time. May 
I trespass upon your kindness in stating 
in contradiction that the term of the season 
does not conclude till the end of July. 
C. MaTHEws. 
June 25, 1849. 





“PROVINCIAL. 





Guiascow.—Miss Rese Bennett, a sister of M rs 
Barrow, appeared on Wednesday last as Lady 
Contest, in the “ Wedding Day,’’ and met with a 
favourable reception. 

LiverPoot.—(Theatre Royal).—Mr. Macready 
has commenced an engagement here. 

Cotcuester.—Mr. Henry Betty.—This highly 
talented tragedian has lately been “starring ’’ and 
drawing nightly crowded houses at Colchester. On 
the occasion of his benefit, he enacted Edgar Ravens- 
wood in the * Bride of Lammermoor,’ and Petruchio 
in “ Taming of the Shrew,” to an audience come 
prising the elite of the town and its vicinity. Mr. 
Betty ‘possesses all the attributes of an actor, uniting 
a fine expressive face with a handsome manly person 
elegance of deportment, and with genius capable of 
conceiving the most diflicult of Shaksperian charace 
ters, while the ample fortune of his kind and amiable 
father—one of the few bright ornaments of the Bri- 
tish Stage that has escaped the clutches of the grim 
tyrant— has enabled him to bestow on his gifted 
son a highly classical education, with elegant ac- 
complishments befitting his position asa gentleman. 
The Bettys, both father and son, are enthusiastic 
admirers of the many varied andunequalled pro- 
ductions of the immortal bard. So are we, and it 
has long been our impression that the national drama 
can only be restored by a phalnx of tragic talent 
uniting—such men as Maeready, Charles Kean, 
Anderson, Creswick, Phelps, and the younger Betty 
might effect wonders, aud when we say the younger 
Betty, why should we forget the elder—the Wm. 
Henry West Betty, the revowned find far- famed 
“« English Roscius,” who in his youth, as many of 
our readers may remember, by his truly wonderful 
precocious talents in his delineations of the tragic 
muse, created quite a furore not even surpassed by 
that which Jenny Lind has recently achieved. What 
an epoch in the history of the drama would be Mr. 
Betty Senr. playing the obese Knight, the valiant 
Str Jokn Falstaff, to his sons Harry Hotspur? We 
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do not profess to be phrophetic, but we think the | 
advent is not far distant. 


MAIDENHEAD.—An amateur performance took 
place here by special permission of the Mayor, 
at the Town Hall, on Thursday last. The gentle- 
men who figured in the dramatic persone were 
from the colleges at Oxford, who did not fail to 
amuse the numerous and respectable audience. 
The first performance commenced with the laugh- 
able farce of ‘“ Box and Cox,” the two characters 
being represented by Messrs. F. and W. Talfourd, 
who played the parts capitally and created roars of 
laughter. Mrs. Bouncer was represented by Mr. 
J. Barnard, who was excellently dressed, and who 
had a very good idea of feminine modesty. A 
gentleman whose name did not appear in the bills 
sung a song which amused us very much. A piece 
entitled ‘* Number One A or A;”’ Hero in spite of 
himse!f, afforded considerable amusement. F. 
Talfourd appeared again as the Hero. Messrs. 
Anthon, Southwell, Barnard, Miles, and Murray, 
all acquitted themselves admirably, and Mr. W. 
Talfourd as Lucy, displayed considerable humour. 
“ Hamlet Travesti,”’ was the great gunof the evening, 
written by an amateur, we would advise him to 
write another, he has capabilities. Tiis burlesque 
caused great laughter; the Ghosts Parudies were 
very good, and well acted by Mr. Murray; the 
Ophelia of Mr. Barnard told well, the whole affair 
went off capitally. The managers were F. Tal- 
fourd, Esq., Pau! Bedford, Esq., (not the great boy). 
Mr. W. Oxbery the comedian, from the Princess’ 
Theatre, got up the whole affair with great credit to 
his well known capabilities, 








OUR CHATTER=BOX, 





The engagement of Mrs. Nisbett and her sister 
at the Surrey terminates on Saturday next. Opera 
will then be in the ascendant there and Miss Romer 
has been engaged as prima donna. 

Mrs. C. Boyce leaves the Queen’s rather sud- 
denly; this secession from the company is some- 
what serious to the manager, the lady having be- 
come a great favourite with the frequenters of the 
theatre. 

We believe there is now but little doubt that Mr. 
Charles Mathews will become lessee of the Princess’s 
Theatre. 

We hear that Miss Love formerly of the Strand 
is engaged at the Queen’s Theatre in lieu of Mrs, 
C. Boyce. 

Mr. Macready has signified his intention of not 
performing in London until October. There is 
every probability of his taking his farewell at the 
Haymarket. 

Mr. Sloan and his wife are in treaty with Mr. 
Webster for an engagement at the Haymarket Thea- 
tre. 

Mr. Hudson is about to pay another visit to 
America. 

Mr. Hooper is endeavouring to obtain the Rich- 
mond Theatre for the ensuing season, 

Oxberry takes a benefit next week at (we believe) 
the Princess’s 

On Saturday last at the Royal Italian Opera, 
in consequence of the indisposition of Madlle. War- 





thier the part of Fenella in ‘ Massanicllo" was 


performed at a very short notice by Madlle. Louise 
Blanche ; she is a pupil of Casati, and her per- 
performance did credit to her masier; she met with 
much applause. 

Drury-LaANE THEATRE.—There is very little 
doubt but that Mr. Stammers is the lessee. If M. 
Jullien could let the theatre to the German com- 
pany, of course he had the same power to do the 
like to Mr, Stammers. 

Royau ltatian OrErA.—Itis reported that al- 
though all the present engagements terminate at 
the expiration of the present season, an effort will 
be made to continue Italian performances next sea- 
son. We shall see. 

Otympic.—The rebuilding of this theatre recom- 
menced last week, and we may shortly expect to see 
the “ Little House in Wych-street’’ rising hke a 
Phenix from its ashes, renewed in youth and 
beauty. Itis expected that the building will be 
completed by Christmas next. Mr. Henry Spicer 
for whom Mr. Davison was the representative in 
the late occupation of this theatre, is syoken of as 
the future lessee. 

St. James’s,—The French operatic company con- 
clude their engagement at this theatre on Saturday 
next, when a day performance will be given for the 
benefit of M. Hansens, the chef d’orchestre, at which 
allthe artistes at present engaged at the theatre 
will assist. It is announced that M. Arnal and 
Madame Doche are to appear on Monday, the 2nd 
of July, and will continue to perform at the St, 
James’s until the closing of the theatre for the sea- 
son on the 13th. 

In 1831 Rossini being asked how he liked Paga- 
nini, who was then performing in Paris, replied, 
I have wept but three times in my life: first, on 
the failure of my earliest opera; the second time, 
when in a boat with some friends, a turkey stuffed 
with bristles provided for our dinner, tumbled into 
the water ; and thirdly, on hearing Paganini for the 
first time. 

ANEcDoTE oF JENNY Linp.—During her visit to 
Bath she happened to be walking witha friend, in 
front of some almshouses, into one of which she en» 
tered, and sat down for a moment, ostensibly to rest 
herself, but in reality to find some excuse for d. ing 
an act of charity to the old woman who lived in 
it, and whom she had seen feeble and tottering at 
the door. The old woman like the rest of her 
neighbours, was full of the Swedish Nightingale, 
whom she had heard was just then at Bath, enter- 
taining with her voice all those who were so happy 
and fortunate as to be able to goto the theatre. 
“ For myself,,’ said the old woman, “I have lived 
a long time in the world, and desire nothing before 
I die but to hear Jenny Lind.” “ And would it 
make you happy ?’’ inquired the visitor. ‘Ay 
that it would,’ answered the old woman “ but folks 
such as I can’t goto the playhouse, and so I shall 
never hear her.’”’ ‘Don’t be too sure of that,” 
said the good-natured Jenny; “ sit down my friend 
and listen ;’’ and forthwith she sang, with all her 
richest and most glorious powers, one of the finest 
songs she knew. The poor old woman was beside 
herself with delight, when, after concluding the 
the song, her kind visitor observed, ‘‘ Now you 
have heard Jenny Lind.” If she had given the wo- 
man a hundred pounds she could not have afforded 
her halfso much pleasure. It was an act of noble 
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charity of the tenderest and most delicate kind. 
Money it would have been easy for her to give, and 
money, no doubt she did give ; but to sit down in 
an almshouse, and there to call up the enchantments 
of her voice, far the amusement of an obscure and 
poor old woman, wasa touching proof of goodness 
of heart, which nothing we have heard of Jenny 
Lind surpasses. 

Deatu or Mapame CatTALanr.—We regret to 
announce the death of the once brilliant star of the 
musical world, Madame Catalani. Madame Cata- 
lani’s death was from the reigning epidemic, after 
an illness of only twenty-fourhours, The deceased 
was 70 years of age. 

Depression oF THE French Drama.—The 
directeurs of the different theatres of Paris (with the 
exception of those receiving a subvention, or pecu- 
niary grant from the government) are in a state of 
alarm at the existing state of circumstances, which 
threatens the total ruin of their establishments, by 
closing of which many hundred persons will be 
thrown out ofemploy. They held several meetings 
last week, and on Thursday morning last they had 
an interview with M. Dufaure, the Minister of the 
Interior, who has promised his interference on their 
behalf, and his support in a motion for their relief 
in the National Assembly. 

It gives us great pleasure to be able to inform 
our reears that Madame Sontag has arrived in this 
country and will appear at Her Majesty's Theatre 
in the course of a few days. 

Exrort or Musicians.—A vessel carrying out a 
hundred passengers for California, has sailed from 
Havre within the last few days. Amongst the 
number of voyagers the greater part were musicians. 
There were ten choristers, three players of the cor- 
net-a-pistons, one flutist, two violin players, two 
violoncellists, one clarionet, and one trombone. 
Very shortly another vessel will sail with a second 
party, the whole passengers in which will consist of 
musicians and actors. 


—S—_—_ 








ADVERTISEMENTS, 


REMORN E.—OPEN BVERY DAY and 
EVENING, and en SATURDAYS. — In 
consequence of numerous applications the Lessee 
has determined on opening on Saturday nights, as 
well as every other evening’ during the week, in 
order to afford the thousands of persons whose avo- 
cations prevent their being present on any other 
night, to participate in the amusements of Cre- 
morne. Triumphant Success of the grand military 
spectacle, the STORMING of MOOLTAN, repre- 
sented by startling tableaux d’action, and illus- 
trated by magnificent scenic, illuminative, .me- 
chanical, and pyrotechnic effects. The spectacle 
designed and produced by Mr. T. Thompson ; 
the fireworks and explosive material by the Che- 
valier Mortram. Vocal and Instrumental Con- 
cert. Casino d’Ete. Laurent’s unrivalled band. 
New Ballet. New Promenade a la Versailles. 
Marble Groupings. Panorama of California. 
Shanty,or Log Hut. Burn’s Cottage. River 
Esplanade. _ Brilliant Illuminations, &c., &c.— 
Doors open at three, and the entertainments will 
terminate at half-past eleven. Admission 1s.—An 
inducement to Dine at Cremorne.—The stewards or 
directors of public companies and chariteble insti- 








tutions, manufacturing establishishments, printing 
offices, &c., holding annual festivals of bean feasts, 
are respectfully invited to visit Cremorne and 
make themselves acquainted with the extraordinary 
facilities it possesses, and the extremely moderate 
terms on which the lessee is disposed to treat for 
such entertainments.—N.B. It may not be gene- 
rally known that parties dining in the hotel are ad- 
mitted free to the amusements of the gardens in the 
evening. Open every day and evening, Saturday 
included. 


MADAME TUSSAUD anv SONS, 
Baker Street, PortMAN Square. 
USH, the MURDERER, taken from life, at 
» Norwich, during his trial, in his usual dress ; 
also, the models of Stanfield Hall, the seat of the 
late J. Jermy, Esq., and Potash Farm, the resi- 
dence of the assassin, are now added to the 
Chamber of Horrors, Richard I]]., Prince Louis 
Napoleon, General Cavaignac, Abd-el-Kader, M. 
Guizot, Sir C. Napier, Pope Pius IX., Queen Anne 
of England, Queen Mary of England, G. Hudson, 
Esq., Grisias Norma, Jenny Lind as the Figlia del 
Reggimento, Edward VI., Henry VII., James I. of 
England and VI. of Scotland, in the splendid cos- 
tume of the period ; the heroes Hardinge and Gough 
in their uniforms as British generals. Splendid 
ventilating dome, at a cost of 700/.——“ This is one 
of the best exhibitions in the metropolis.’’—The 
Times. 
Open from eleven in the morning, till ten at night 
Admittance, One Shilling; Chamber of Horrors, 
Sixpence. 


VERY AMETEUR ann STUDENT OF 
ELOCUTION should take in TYRREL’S 
PRACTICAL ELOCUTIONIST; it is a drama- 
tic hand ‘book containing choice extracts from all 
the distinguished dramatic writers and poets of the 
present day. To the reciter who wishes to step out 
of the old beaten way, and to give an air of origi- 
nality and intelligence to his efforts, itis invaluable; 
to the general reader who can appreciate thoughts, 
clothed in beauty, it is recommended as a work 
sparkling with the brightest jewels of truth and 
poetry, and as being suggestive of high thoughts 
and lofty aspirations.—It is published by George 
Vickers, 28 and 29 Holywell Street, Strand. In 
monthly numbers at twop per ber, and may 
be had by ordering of any Bookseller or newsvender 
in town or country, It will be completed in about 
twenty four numbers and will form a handsome 
octavo volume. 


EE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months. ...Two Shillings. 
Six Months .... Four and Fourpence. 
Twelve Months .. Eight and Sixpence. 
(Postage Free.) 
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